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OPERATIONS ADVISORY NOTICE (OAN) 

 

 

Civil Aviation Directorate 

Malta Transport Centre 

Pantar Road 

Lija LJA 2021 

Malta 

OAN Number: 01/19 
 

Issue Date: 15 January 2019 

Subject: Use of Electronic Signatures 

 
 
 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

This OAN provides operators with information to operators on methods of compliance 

for the use of electronic signatures. 

 

2.0 SCOPE 
 

The scope of this OAN is to ensure that Operators comply with the Inspectorate’s 
expectations for the use of Electronic Signatures used in Operational Flight Plans and 
Mass & Balance software in PED’s. 

 

 
3.0 DEVELOPMENT 

 

It is evident that use of Electronic Signatures is posing a concern for operators wishing to 

implement paperless cockpit utilizing PED software readily available on the market.  

Recent software programmes intended to replace paper mass and balance sheets do 

not necessarily comply with the requirements of CAT.POL.MAB.100.  

TM-CAD has developed acceptable methods to the requirements as detailed in AMC20-

25 sub paragraph 7.10 and CAT.POL.MAB.100 for the use of Alternative means to a pen 

and paper for electronic ‘signing’ without entering a personal identification number (PIN) 

code with appropriate Security, which may reduce the lack of assurance if the 

commander actually accepted the load and confirmed them with aircraft   limitations. 
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4.0 ASSESSMENT 
 

Operators are expected to perform a risk assessment on the use of Apple iPencil (or 
other type of devices), or by ‘own finger’ signatures.  This risk assessment shall be 

completed and provided to the flight operations inspectorate before commencing use of 
such applications.   
 
Any  amendments  to operator procedures for use of E-OFP's and  E-M&B  are  to  be  

detailed  in  the  respective  EFB Policy and Procedures Manuals, and other controlled 
documents where applicable. 

 

4.0 RISK ASSESSMENT 

 
 

It is recommended that the risk assessment contain the elements in the attached 

Appendix.  Operators are expected to provide their risk assessment customised for their 
operation (size, scale and scope).  A soft copy of the RA template may be made available 
upon request. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flight Operations Inspectorate 
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